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222000111111   HHHuuugggeee   SSSuuucccccceeessssss!!!   

   
 
Folks, it is truly an understatement to say that our volunteers stepped 

up and made a huge difference in the community in 2011.  During the 

course of 2011 the LPCPAAA and LP Volunteers contributed over 

2200 hours of volunteer time.  This special edition newsletter is aimed 

at sharing a few events and activities that took place after our 

November publication.   

 

The period between November and December is generally a quiet one 

for volunteer activity.  However, 2011 was a major exception.  We 

hope you enjoy reading about the events that took place and that they 

inspire you to join us this year.   

 

Happy New Year! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~*****~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

The quarterly newsletter is designed to assist members and volunteers 

in staying current about topics and events supported through the 

Citizen's Police Academy Alumni Association and Citizen's Police 

Volunteer Program. 
 
Citizen's In Action showcases current events, volunteer opportunities, 

Citizen Police Academy classes, LPCPAAA activities, and other items 

of interest. Come join us at our next meeting and see what all the fun 

is about. 

 

Look for Citizen's in Action on the new LPCPAAA Website  

COMING SOON! 
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Landline vs. Cell Phone 

911 Usage 

 

 
There are benefits to maintaining a 

“land-line”, particularly when it comes 

to dialing 911.   

 

Landline 

Police dispatchers are immediately 

aware of the exact address of the caller. 

 

Cell 
Dispatchers will require more detailed 

information to adequately determine 

the location and effectively respond to 

an emergency.  This can complicate a 

situation if a young child or caller does 

not know the exact address. 

An uncharged battery may reduce or 

eliminate the ability to provide 

dispatchers with enough information to 

be helpful in sending assistance. 

 

For more information on cell phone 

usage or other 911 safety measures, 

please contact the La Porte Police 

Department at 281-471-2141 

 
Condensed from an article by: 

Public Relations Officer  

Sgt. John Krueger 

 

   

 Next Publication:   
April ~2012 

Send comments, suggestions, and 
feedback to EditorLPCPA@att.net  

 



  

 

Advanced CPA 

On January 17
th

, 2012 the La Porte Police 

Department will begin another Advanced 

Citizens Police Academy course, with 

graduation ceremonies scheduled for March 

6
th

.  The Advanced Class is open to all 

former graduates of the La Porte Police 

Department’s Basic Citizens Police 

Academy.  

 

The Advanced Academy includes:  

 First Responders of LPEMS & 

LPFD 

 S.W.A.T. & Gun Range practices 

(Field Trip) 

 Life Flight 

 CPR 

 Emergency Operations Command 

 Skywarn System (Field Trip) 

 DWI Procedures.   

Field trips provide hands on education and 

experience. 

 

The graduates also maintain eligibility to 

participate in the police department’s citizen 

ride along program on a monthly basis. 

 

In addition, each graduate receives a 

certificate of completion and the opportunity 

to join the La Porte Citizen Police Academy 

Alumni Association. 

 

CPA and Advanced CPA graduates find an 

abundance of rewarding volunteer 

opportunities through a series of community 

service projects & varying station house 

duties.  

 

For questions concerning either of La 

Porte’s Citizens Police Academies, please 

contact Officer Robyn Gallion at 281-842-

3162 or log onto La Porte Police 

Department’s website at www.ci.la-

porte.us/gov/police/support/default.asp. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

NOVEMBER 2011 CPA GRADUATES 

 

Phillip Ferguson as LPCPAAA Volunteer of the Year!  
Throughout the year Phillip demonstrated an extraordinary ability to 

bring people together, encourage participation, and connect with 

local businesses and organizations to benefit La Porte through the 

actions of the La Porte Citizen's Police Academy Alumni 

Association.  LPCPAAA members voted and honored Phillip with a 

plaque and Power of One medallion during the annual banquet in 

December. Phillip's photo will be added to the LPPD Volunteer of 

the Year plaque in the station lobby along with Emma Zeck and Judy 

Covin who were previous recipients. 

 

Fifteen other volunteers were nominated for the award after  

contributing thirty (30) hours or more of their time in 2011.  These 

members also received a certificate of appreciation along with a 

Power of One medallion.  PAR officers were also presented with a 

certificate of appreciation for all their hard work.  

  

Paula Rizzuto was honored for her research and dedication toward 

ensuring the Herbert F. Freeman, Jr. name was finally placed on the 

Police Administrative Building.  Paula's actions is an example of the 

Power of One!     

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~*****~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Congrats goes out  to PAR officer Yvonne Stanley!!  2011 

Graduate of Sam Houston State University with a Master's Degree in 

Criminal Justice.  Yvonne has spent countless weekends traveling to 

Huntsville in hopes of someday graduating.  Her "someday" is NOW!  As a 

testament to her ability to affect people in a positive way - many of the 

volunteers traveled to the campus to see Yvonne receive her much deserved 

degree. Way to go Yvonne!!  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~*****~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The LaPorte Citizen's Police Academy Alumni Association  

 Joins With the President’s Council on Service and Civic 

Participation to Deliver President’s Volunteer Service Award  

 

LPCPAAA has teamed with the White House to become a Certifying 

Organization for the PRESIDENT’S VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD, a 

national program recognizing Americans who have demonstrated a 

sustained commitment to volunteer service. The award recognizes 

volunteers who meet requirements for volunteer service, measured 

by the number of service hours performed over 12-months.The 

PVSA program will allow us to track volunteer hours and receive 

notification when individuals reach milestone accomplishments in 

hours.  That in turn will trigger the ordering of a PVSA lapel pin 

and/or certificate package where appropriate.   "The AWARD is our 

way of thanking these volunteers and inspiring everyone in our 

community to make volunteering a central part of their lives" says 

Chief Ken Adcox. 

 
 

AAnndd  tthhee  AAwwaarrdd  ggooeess  ttoo  ......  



 

       

 

Blue Santa 2011  
The La Porte Citizens Police 

Academy Alumni Association 

(LPCPAAA), LPPD,  Municipal 

Police Officer’s Association, 

Municipal Court, and Independent 

School District fundraising project 

for Blue Santa garnished nearly 

$3000  for less fortunate families 

and children in La Porte. 

Generous donations from 

individuals and businesses as well as 

the tireless efforts of LPCPAAA 

volunteers and the LPPD PAR 

officers, Robyn Gallion, Roger  

Gonzales and Yvonne Stanley made 

it possible for over 200+ families to 

receive toys for their children, a hot 

meal and food donations on the day 

of the event.   

In fact, so many toys were donated 

and purchased through the Blue 

Santa program that another 100 

families benefited on a second day 

of  distribution later in the week. 

The LP Neighborhood Center 

coordinator, Joaquin Martinez 

expressed, "..a huge “Thank You” 

on behalf of  the Neighborhood 

Center for your groups support prior 

and during the Blue Santa toy 

distribution. We also appreciate all 

the work done on Thursday and 

Friday with wrapping of all the 

gifts." Joaquin went on to share that 

all the families were very 

appreciative and expressed hope that 

we would repeat our efforts in 2012. 

Without exception all the volunteers 

agreed this was a very rewarding 

endeavor and one we all want to be 

a part of again! 

      
 

 

 
 

Making A Difference 

Haunted Crematorium 
LPCPAAA volunteers joined forces with other community 

representatives to host the first annual Haunted Crematorium in support 

of Project Graduation and the H.S. Drama Club.  Volunteers helped 

assemble the crematorium by building displays, directing traffic, and 

hosting haunted hayrides.  Visitors were scared out of their wits after 

listening to volunteers tell the story of the historic crematorium during 

their hayride.  The LPCPAAA plans to take on one of the asylum rooms 

this year and will need volunteers to help make it scary.  $4000+ raised 

Volunteer Opportunities:  Construction, Costume creation, Story-

telling, Traffic, Display Creativity, and Tour guides.  

 

WALLY WISE PROGRAM 
The Wally Wise program was designed to help educate children on the 

Shelter-in-Place procedures during a chemical emergency. Each year the 

La Porte, Morgan's Point, & Shoreacres Local Emergency Planning 

Committee (LEPC) delivers to seven elementary schools a presentation 

aimed at making learning fun.   

When the team originally scheduled to deliver the Wally Wise program 

had to cancel, a call went out to the LPCPAA for volunteers.  Over the 

course of a few weeks the Wally Wise team practiced their presentation 

to perfection.  Judging by the number of smiles and hugs Wally received 

the kids really enjoyed the presentation. They also learned how to quickly 

and easily learn about the Shelter-in-Place rules. Wally and his team had 

just about as fun too! 

Volunteer Opportunities: Wear the 'Wally Wise' suit and get tons of 

hugs! Wally Team members: Deliver a fifteen minute script over the 

course of two days. 

 

CHRISTMAS ON MAIN STREET 
Volunteers were in the Christmas spirit while hosting a booth to share 

information about and encourage participation in the LPCPAAA.  

Volunteers cheerfully distributed brochures, coloring pages and offered 

assistance to participants of the event.  In addition, Blue Santa surprised 

everyone by arriving on his motorcycle.  The kids and families loved 

taking their photo and learning about the Blue Santa program.  

Volunteer Opportunities:  Brochure distribution, Photo assistance, 

Share the advantages of being a LPCPAAA Volunteer, Provide 

information about attending a CPA Class. 

 

BLUE SANTA PROGRAM - 2012 
La Porte Police Department stresses that it is through local teamwork, 

such as the Blue Santa and Elves & More Programs, that we can all make 

a difference in the lives of those who are less fortunate. In 2011 Blue 

Santa raised over $3000 for the purchase of toys and the Elves & More 

donated over 90 bicycles.  For more information on any of the La Porte 

Police Department's community outreach initiatives, including the 

CPAAA, Blue Santa, and Elves 

& More Programs, please contact the Support Services Division at 

281.842.3162 or 281.842.3183or any of the LPCPAAA volunteers. 

Volunteer Opportunities:  Fundraising, Purchasing Toys, Drop-Off Box 

Placement & Pickup, Wrapping of Toys, Toy Distribution. 

 

            Volunteers are paid in smiles, hugs and "Thank You." 



 

 

 

 

  



 

PPrreessiiddeenntt''ss  PPooddiiuumm  
By Phillip Ferguson, LPCPAAA President 

 

“We did it! Together, we purchased, wrapped, and 

delivered over a thousand gifts to children that otherwise 

would not have had any Christmas.  We cleaned parks of 

trash, wore funny costumes to educate over a thousand 

school children on sheltering in place, raised more money 

in six months than anyone dreamed possible for Blue 

Santa, and Slap.n.Tagged several hundred vehicles to 

educate and reduce breakins. Let us not forget either the 

fun we had assisting the community through tours of the 

Police station during National Night Out, fundraising at 

the Golf Tournament, directing traffic during the 

Triathlon and other parades (okay, maybe the heat was a 

bit much), making calls for the Warrant Roundup and 

Chief's Annual Survey, or helping save animals at the 

shelter by placing and collecting the Dog Houses around 

town.  The list of activities and events throughout the year 

are ongoing and almost endless.  The key to each and 

every one however is YOU!   

 

We may never know the names of the children who 

received a bicycle, stuffed animal, Barbie or basketball.  

We might never know how many vehicles we prevent 

from being broken into because of Slap.n.Tag efforts or 

how many lives will be saved as a result of our CPR or 

CERT training. But we do know that through your efforts 

and generosity of time (and a few sore feet and backs) we 

were able to put a smile on so many faces - including our 

own and truly make a difference in our community.  

Without YOU none of this would have been possible! 

 

I cannot express enough thanks for the generous donation 

of your time and efforts last year, and for your ongoing 

support of the LPCPAAA and our community. 

 

P.S.I’d love to hear from you about your experience or if 

you are interested in participating as a regular volunteer. 

You can reach me directly at Phillip.Ferguson@att.net 
 

 

 

 

2012 LPCPAAA Board Members 

 

President:  Phillip Ferguson 

1
st
 Vice President: Viki Ferguson 

2
nd

 Vice President: Chris Copley 

Treasurer:  Bob Rivesman 

Secretary:  Cheryl Hiser-McCorry 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, Feb. 2, 2012 

@6:30PM in the Training Center of the LP 

Police Station at Spencer Hwy. and N. 23rd 

St.  Meetings are held the first Thursday of 

each month, excluding December. 

Are you a CPA Graduate in need of a 

Volunteer Badge?  Contact Officer Rick 

Hilton @ 281.842.3120 

As a graduate of the LPCPA you 

automatically become a member of the 

LPCPAAA and are eligible to participate in 

any and all events and activities, including 

monthly meetings.  However, to vote on 

issues related to the LPCPAAA you must be a 

member in good standing by paying annual 

dues.   

 

 

 
 

What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us; what we have 

done for others and the world remains and is immortal. ~ Albert Pike 

 

The LPCPAAA helps enhance a variety of 

community programs through education, 

networking and sharing of information 

relative to what other law enforcement 

agencies, associations and volunteer groups 

are doing throughout the city and state. 

We will be the host of the Texas CPAAA 

Regional meeting in March and welcome 

those wishing to help with food, set up, 

tours, etc... Contact Phillip Ferguson for 

details. 

Make A Difference  

VOLUNTEER in La Porte! 


